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ecosystems, they do not realize that many
North American ecosystems are in more
danger ofdestruction than rainforests, even
though the rainforests are being destroyed
at a faster rate. Said Elder, "We feel that
looking in our own backyard is the mature
thing to do." The Sierra Club is also devel-
oping an Ecoregion Quiz designed to "try
to get people to realize that they are part of
a national landscape."
The National Wildlife Federation will
promote environmental education during
its National Wildlife Week, coinciding
with the week of Earth Day. The group
will mail out 600,000 Wildlife Week kits,
free of charge, to teachers around the
country. The theme of the kits is "let's
clean up our act: pollution solutions." The
kits include posters and 25-page guides
detailing projects and activities that teach-
ers can conduct in classrooms. One of the
activities suggested is a debate involving
issues related to solid waste and hazardous
substances. This activity is designed for
language arts, science, and social studies
classes. Through the distribution of these
kits, NWF hopes to help incorporate envi-
ronmental education into curricula.
Environmental Information
Superhighway
In an age when the importance of access
to information is increasing, scientists
have created an outlet for environmental
science information. The Consortium for
International Earth Science Information
Network (CIESIN), established in 1989
as a private, nonprofit organization, is
announcing plans toward its goal of fur-
thering the interdisciplinary study ofglob-
al environmental change.
CIESIN specializes in access and inte-
gration ofphysical, natural, and socioeco-
nomic information that crosses agency
missions and scientific disciplines. The
CIESIN mission is "to provide access to
and enhance the use of information
worldwide, advancing the understanding
ofhuman interactions in the environment
and serving the needs ofscience and pub-
lic decision making."
CIESIN aims to create a virtual data
archive, making the data collected by U.S.
government agencies, the scientific com-
munity, nongovernmental organizations,
and international governmental organiza-
tions available for widespread use in scien-
tific research, public policymaking, and
education. CIESIN focuses on identifying
and acquiring data in eight categories:
populations dynamics, human and envi-
ronmental health, land use, agricultural
metabolism, social and political structures
and institutions, economic activity, indus-
trial metabolism, and human attitudes,
preferences, and behavior.
The foundation of the consortium is
an information cooperative, a technical
infrastructure in which data and informa-
tion are input and shared by organizations
around the world through an electronic
network. "We are finding that many
research centers around the world want to
share their data and information
resources, but prior to this there was no
mechanism like the Information Co-
operative that permitted them to do so,"
said CIESIN President and CEO Roberta
Balstad Miller.
CIESIN will also provide services
through systems such as the Socio-
economic Data and Applications Center
of the NASA Earth Observing System
Data and Information System and the
Third World Network of Scientific
Organizations. CIESIN also manages the
Global Change Research and Information
Office for White House Office of Science
and Technology Policy. Access to the
CIESIN system is through Internet.
Members of the information coopera-
tive include the Center for International
Research of the U.S. Bureau of Census,
the Economic and Social Resource
Council Data Archive of the United
Kingdom, Human Dimensions of Global
Environmental Change Programme
(HDP) ofthe International Social Science
Council, Inter-university Consortium for
Political and Social Research, Michigan
Resource Inventory Program of the
Michigan Department of Natural
Resources, National Institute of Public
Health and Environmental Protection of
the Netherlands, United Nations Envir-
onmental Programme Global Resource
Information Database, World Conser-
vation Monitoring Centre, World Health
Organization, and World Resources
Institute.
The consortium will build its head-
quarters on Ojibway Island in Saginaw,
Michigan, incorporating sustainable
development concepts and using environ-
mentally sensitive materials and technolo-
gy to "benefit present and future genera-
tions without detrimentally affecting the
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Voices inthe struggle. Community leaders and government representatives were heard at a recent conference on research needs and environmental justice.
Consortium for International Earth
Science Information Network
Internet:
ciesin.info~ciesin.org
User Services:
f517) 797-2727
Address:
2250 Pierce Road
University Center, MI 48710 USA
360 Environmental Health PerspectivesI e
resources or biological systems of the
planet." The new facility is scheduled to
be completed in 1996.
President Orders Justice
Responding to charges that the poor and
minority communities face a dispropor-
tionate risk from environmental pollution,
President Clinton signed an executive
order on Feburary 12 mandating that fed-
eral agencies identify and eliminate racial
inequities from their environmental poli-
cies.
The order comes after more than a
decade of environmental activism from
grassroots organizations led by people of
color. The order will have a significant
impact on environmental health issues that
disproportantely affect low income and
minority communites such as lead poison-
ing, air pollution, exposure to pesticides,
and waterpollution.
"All Americans have a right to be pro-
tected from pollution-not just those who
can afford to live in the cleanest and safest
communities," Clinton declared after sign-
ing the order. "Today we direct federal
agencies to make environmental justice a
part ofall that theydo."
The order directs federal agencies to
examine their programs for adverse health
or environmental effects in low-income
and minority communites, consider health
hazards and environmental risk facing poor
and minorities when conducting research,
ensure that disadvantaged communities
have access to public information on
health and the environment, and conduct
all environmental activities in a manner
that does not discriminate against the poor
and minorities.
Those involved in the struggle against
environmental discrimination called the
order an important step toward eliminat-
ing environmental racism. "This order says
that at the highest level of government,
environmental justice is being taken seri-
ously," said Robert Bullard, author of
Dumping in Dixie, a study ofenvironmen-
tal racism in the south. "This will make
federal agencies protect everyone equally.
No longer will environmental protection
be excluded from civil rights."
Charles Lee of the United Church of
Christ's Commission on Racial Justice
agrees. "This order touches on the key
points we in the environmental justice
movement want to deal with and sets a
clear direction for federal agencies to fol-
low."
The order is not a law that can be con-
tested in the courts but a set ofinstructions
from the president to the head of federal
agencies directing them to carry out certain
actions. Federal agencies have one year to
implement an environmental strategy that
identifies and addresses environmental
inequities in their policies, programs, and
activities.
The presidential order came during a
four-day conference held in Arlington,
Virginia, on research needs and environ-
mental justice. The conference was co-
sponsored byNIEHS, EPA, theAgency for
Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, the
National Institute of Occupational Safety
and Health and several other federal agen-
cies. Nearly 500 people attended the event
including EPA administrator Carol
Browner, Ben Chavis, executive director of
the NAACP, Senator Paul Wellstone (D-
Minnesota), civil rights activist Dick
Gregory, and representatives from six cabi-
net-level departments. The conference
marked the first collaboration between
community groups and governmental
agencies in addressing the problem ofenvi-
ronmental racism.
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Congressional Scorecard
"The sorry truth is that today's Congress
would not enact many of the landmark
environmental laws of the late '60s and
early '70s that turned the tide against pol-
lution," said Jim Maddy, president of the
League of Conservation Voters, in an
introduction to the group's National
EnvironmentalScorecardofthe first session
of the 103rd Congress. The scorecard,
which rates the actions ofthe nation's rep-
resentatives on environmental legislation,
states that this year's scores reflect a sharp
polarization between Republican and
Democratic parties on environmental
issues, often framed within the context of
a debate over property rights.
According to a January 1994 poll by
Environment Opinion Study, Republicans
are just as likely to consider themselves
environmentalists as Democrats; however,
scores in the LCV report reflect that they
often fail, more so than Democrats, to cast
environmentally positive votes. The score-
card states that although strong initiatives
were put forth under the leadership ofthe
Clinton administration, these proposals
came up against strong opposition from
Republican leadership. Rank-and-file
Republican politicians were often forced
to choose between falling in line with
party leadership (often allied with pro-
business interests) or voting for environ-
mental progress. The scorecard notes,
however, that usually strong environmen-
talists in both parties, "faced with heavy
lobbying from home-state industries,
betrayed their best instincts and voted for
the status quo."
Although the nation's lawmakers were
rated on a wide range of environmental
legislation issues, the LCV scorecard
describes a prevailing theme throughout
much of the debates. The debate centers
around the movement, referred to by pro-
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